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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio — economic background of farmers (2) the quality
mangosteen production of farmers (3) the extension needs of quality mangosteen production of farmers
(4) problems and recommendations of farmers in Phliu Sub-district , Laem Sing District, Chanthaburi Province
Population of this study was 106 mangosteen farmers in Phliu Sub-district, Laem Sing District, Chanthaburi Province,
who registered as mangosteen grower for the year 2015-2016. Tool used for this study was structural interview. Data
was analyzed using frequency distribution, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, and
ranking. Results of the study revealed that (1) farmers were both male and female, equally at 50%. Their average age
was 55.34 years and mostly completed primary school level. Most of the farmers belonged to the agricultural
institution. They approximately had 24.27 years in mangosteen production. The average area for mangosteen
production was 7.60 Rai/person. Almost all of the land was self/family-owned land. The average yield of
mangosteen was 652.64 kg. /Rai. The average income of mangosteen production was 32,612.18 Baht/Rai, while the
average expense was 8,158.46 Baht/Rai. There was necessary to hire some labors to help out during production
period. Most of the farmers sold their produces to the exporters at the purchasing point (Long). Most of the funding
in mangosteen production came from the farmer themselves. Ninety - three point four percent of the information
that farmers received came from relatives/friends. Thirty - four point nine percent of the farmers had attended some
kind of agricultural training and 99.1% of the farmers decided to enhance the quality in mangosteen production as it
yielded higher price. (2) Most of the farmers had knowledge on how to produce quality mangosteen at a high level.
Mangosteen stock using for planting were from their own-production. Ninety - six point two percent of the farmers
prepared soil mixed with manure/chemical fertilizers. Eighty - six point eight percent of the farmers trimmed the
tangled shrubs. The farmers applied fertilizer formula 46-0-0, and chose chemicals for pest control as they knew
how to use. Most of the farmers managed by applying more water to prevent pleated bottom. (3) Overall, farmers
had problems and recommendations in producing quality mangosteen at a medium level, which were high cost of
production, expensive labor wage, agricultural agency and officer provided insufficient knowledge, inconsistent
information, and not enough support, which is not respond to the real needs. (4) Overall, farmers' extension needs
were channels and extension method, which were ranked at a high level. The highest knowledge needed were the
fertilizer management, the preparation for young leaves growth-blooming, pest control for mangosteen, the nurturing

during the blooming period, and the nurturing during the fruiting and nourishing, respectively.

Keywords: The needs, Promotion of product, Quality mangosteen production, Chantaburi Province
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